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DID YOU KNOW? 

From the desk of Supt. Mitch Pierce 

NERegion News 

December 2011 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CHRISTMAS HUNGER 
 

I have been thinking about the song, “Stir up a Hunger in my heart for more of you”.  There are days 
when I feel that more intensely. There are days when I long to see Jesus or to hear from God or to be moved 
by His Spirit. The Advent season brings some of those days. 

Advent is the season of preparation. The biggest part of that is preparing our hearts. In the midst of 
the Christmas rush, we need some Christmas hunger.  A desire to seek God and to have our hearts and minds 
captivated by His presence.  

More than the food, more than the fun, more than the family; more than the school, the church, and 
the community specials; more than the decorating, the gift buying/giving; more than the music and the 
movies; more than it all, we need to see Jesus. The primary thing in our lives should be our relationship with 
Jesus. Our prayer should be, Lord, what do you want to say to me? I am listening. Give me ears to hear and 
faith to respond. 

I am hungry for Christmas! How about you? What are you hungry for? 
 

“Jesus declared, I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry…” John 6:35 
 

Blessings! 

Mitch 
 
 

From our house to yours, Merry Christmas! 

We pray that Jesus will captivate you,  

again and again and again!  

In His Love, Supt. Mitch and Lynn Sue 
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Celebrating Christmas as “God with us” 

 

“Watch for this – a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; 
they will name Him Emmanuel (Hebrew for ‘God is with us’).”  Isaiah 7:14 

 
CHALLENGE YOUR CONGREGATION to “rethink Christmas” by buying one less gift, in order to give one strategic 

present in the name of Christ.  Go to www.adventconspiracy.org for downloadable inspirational videos, facts & resources. 
(ICCM & FMWM offer great “strategic present” ideas). 
 

GENERAL OUTREACH IDEAS: Lots of holiday ministry & outreach ideas are provided at www.outreachmagazine.com  

Click on IDEAS at the top tool bar, then click on FALL (Sept – Nov) and WINTER (Dec – Feb) in the drop down box for ideas 
and articles. 
 

MINISTER TO THOSE EXPERIENCING LOSS this holiday season: Provide a special gathering & service for those in 

your area who have experienced a devastating loss, to help them cope with the holiday season. Google BLUE CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE; you’ll find lots of sample services to help you create your own. One creative service, at a first glance, is 
www.inspirecreativity.org/Blue which posts a “Space to Bring Our Sadness to God” service. 
 

REMEMBER MILITARY PERSONNEL & THEIR FAMILIES this holiday season: 

 families currently separated by deployment 

 families facing the imminent deployment of a family member 

 families of returning soldiers struggling with injury or re-integration issues 
 

CONNECT WITH our FM MISSIONARIES from the NERegion: Holidays can be lonely for those far from home. 

Connect with our NER missionaries via recent newsletters, blogs, and support information available on-line at 
www.fmcusa.org; scroll to the bottom of the home page and click on FM World Missions. From the FMWM home page, 
click on the Missionaries tab at the top, and missionaries will appear in alphabetical order. You can also contact them via 
emails: 
 

JR & Becky Crouse (Peru)   jr_crouse@fastmail.us 
Dick & Sheila Dickinson (Belgium)  revd58@gmail.com or sheilad56@gmail.com 
Rick & Cookie Ireland (Haiti)  rick.ireland@yahoo.com or cookie.ireland@yahoo.com 
Jack Munos (Haiti)   haiti4christjak@yahoo.com 

 Corey & Connie Persing (Thailand)  thailand_opportunity@yahoo.com 
Chris & Yoko Wilkins (Cambodia)  cwilkins@online.com.kh   

 

“Christmas is God’s reminder that we are never alone.”  Anonymous 
 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hoping to Become a CMC or be Ordained in 2012? 

 
 If you think you have met the requirements for CMC or Elder’s Orders and have hopes of being 
received into membership Annual Conference 2012, please contact (ASAP) your DL, Supt., and MEG Chair for 
an interview. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Is your church’s FAIR SHARE giving up-to-date? 
 

Pastors, Treasurers, and local church BOAs:  Have you looked at your WAVE FAIR SHARE giving for 
2011?  Remember, as a connectional family, this is how our retired pastors receive their pensions, and how our 
leadership positions (bishops, superintendents, denominational support staff) and basic services are funded.  
FAIR SHARE works – but only as each church fully participates. Commit to “catching up” before the end of the 
year if your congregation has fallen behind. Thank you for your full participation.  

*Reminder: A Fair Share Report needs to be signed by the Lead Pastor and submitted monthly no 
matter if full, partial, or non-payment is being submitted. 

Fair Share Report Form  Or www.nerfmc.com – Resources – WAVE Resources 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHANGE of STATUS needed? 
 

 Pastors, before the years ends . . . do you need to submit a Change of Status? 
 

If you are a pastor who is enrolled in the FM Pension program,  
and during 2011 you changed appointments and/or had a change in compensation 

(salary and/or housing allowance) 

and you haven’t yet reported these changes to FM HR, 
then you need to submit a Change of Status form now. 

 

Č The form is available through FMCUSA Human Resources at Change of Status Form 
Or www.fmcusa.org    - Human Resources – Forms – Change of Status 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HOUSING ALLOWANCE 2012 
 

Pastors may declare some or all of their salary as housing as per IRS Code Section 107.  In order for a pastor to 
designate income as housing, a Housing Allowance Form must be completed annually.   

 Pastors, have you completed a Housing Allowance Form for 2012?   
 Treasurers and local church boards, have you approved your pastor’s 2012 Housing Allowance? 

 

Č The form is available through FMCUSA Human Resources at Housing Allowance 
Or www.fmcusa.org    - Human Resources – Forms – Housing Allowance 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

More FM News . . . is available at 
 

FMCUSA  FM World Missions  Light & Life Communications 
FM Urban Fellowship  FM Men’s Ministries International  

Marston Memorial Historical Center 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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